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DETAILED ACTION 
Summary 

On December 29, 2005, an Office Action was sent to the Applicant rejecting 
claims 22-40. On April 3, 2006, the Applicant responded by amending claims 22 and 24 
and canceling claims 29 and 37. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States, 

Claims 22-28, 30-36, and 38-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mandler (5,732,400). 

Mandler discloses a method for the risk-based purchase of goods comprising 
purchasing an item using a terminal apparatus connected to a supplier server through a 
communication line, accumulating data associated with a user request to purchase the 
item at a plurality of supplier servers, contacting, by the plurality of supplier servers, a 
credit company server to obtain a credit contract associated with the user request to 
purchase the item, accessing, by the credit company server, a database having 
standard commissions and item charge rates associated with each of the plurality of 
suppliers associated with the plurality of supplier servers, determining, at the credit 
company server, whether the user is authorized to receive credit for purchasing the 
item, calculating, at the credit company server, a term of payment for each supplier 
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associated with the plurality of supplier servers based on the standard commissions and 
item charge rates associated with each supplier and the interest rate, simulating at the 
terminal apparatus the calculated term of payment for the suppliers associated with the 
plurality of servers, creating a credit contract including one of the calculated terms of 
payment, and sending the credit contract from the credit company server to the user if 
the user is authorized receive credit for purchasing the item (col. 3, lines 30-65; col. 7, 
line 5 to col. 8, line 15; and col.11, line 15 to col. 13, line 30); setting at the credit 
company server, an interest rate based on the item being purchased (col. 3, lines 30-65; 
col. 7, line 5 to col. 8, line 15; and col. 11, line 15 to col. 13, line 30); sending a notification 
from the credit company server to the supplier server indicating that the user is 
authorized to purchase the item if the user is authorized to receive credit for purchasing 
the item (col.3, lines 30-65; col.7, line 5 to col.8, line 15; and col.11, line 15 to col. 13, 
line 30); communicating with a database having credit information relating to the user 
(col.3, lines 30-65; col.7, line 5 to col.8, line 15; and col.11, line 15 to col. 13, line 30); 
sending a notification to the user indicating denial of credit for purchasing the item if the 
user is not authorized to receive credit for purchasing the item (col.3, lines 30-65; col.7, 
line 5 to col.8, line 15; and col.11, line 15 to col. 13, line 30); sending a notification from 
the credit company server to the supplier server indicating that the user is not 
authorized to purchase the item the user is not authorized to receive credit for 
purchasing the item (col.3, lines 30-65; col.7, line 5 to col.8, line 15; and col.11, line 15 
to col. 13, line 30); providing the user with credit payment options including the 
frequency of payments associated with purchasing the item if the user is authorized to 
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receive credit for purchasing the item (col. 3, lines 30-65; col. 7, line 5 to col. 8, line 15; 
and col.11, line 15 to col. 13, line 30); providing the user with credit payment options 
including the amount of each payment associated with purchasing the item if the user 
authorized to receive credit for purchasing the item (col. 3, lines 30-65; col.7, line 5 to 
col. 8, line 15; and col.11, line 15 to col. 13, line 30); associating a commission with the 
item based on the identity of the supplier (col.3, lines 30-65; col.7, line 5 to col.8, line 
15; and col.11, line 15 to col. 13, line 30); associating an interest rate with the with the 
item the credit contract based on the identity of the user (col.3, lines 30-65; col.7, line 5 
to col.8, line 15; and col.11, line 15 to col. 13, line 30); printing the credit contract and 
sending the printed credit contract to the user (col.3, lines 30-65; col.7, line 5 to col.8, 
line 15; and col.11, line 15 to col. 13, line 30); transmitting an electronic copy of the 
credit to a terminal apparatus associated with the user (col.3, lines 30-65; col.7, line 5 to 
col.8, line 15; and col.11, line 15 to col. 13, line 30); user applying a digital signature to 
the electronic copy of the credit contract and transmitting the signed electronic contract 
to the supplier server (col.3, lines 30-65; col.7, line 5 to col.8, line 15; and col.11, line 15 
to col. 13, line 30); selecting a credit payment method for the good being purchased 
using a user terminal coupled to a server, determining, by the server, payment options 
associated with the credit payment method, the payment options including a payment 
frequency and a payment starting date, and requesting, by the server, that a user 
associated with the user terminal agree to the credit payment method including the 
payment options (col.3, lines 30-65; col.7, line 5 to col.8, line 15; and col.11, line 15 to 
col. 13, line 30); transmitting information associated with the user to a credit company 
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server (col. 3, lines 30-65; col. 7, line 5 to col. 8, line 15; and col.11, line 15 to col. 13, line 
30); determining, at the credit company server, an interest rate associated with the good 
being purchased based on the information associated with the user (col. 3, lines 30-65; 
col. 7, line 5 to col.8, line 15; and col. 11, line 15 to col. 13, line 30); determining, at the 
credit company server, an interest rate associated with the good being purchased 
based on the type of good being purchased (col. 3, lines 30-65; col. 7, line 5 to col.8, line 
15; and col.11, line 15 to col. 13, line 30); transmitting a contract to the user terminal 
when the user indicates acceptance of the credit payment method (col.3, lines 30-65; 
col.7, line 5 to col.8, line 15; and col.11, line 15 to col. 13, line 30); determining if the 
user is a student or a housewife (during application process, questionnaire); and 
determining the user has previously purchased another good from a supplier associated 
with the server (col.3, lines 30-65; col.7, line 5 to col.8, line 15; and col.11, line 15 to 
col.13, line 30). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 22-28, 30-36, and 38-40 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lalita M. Hamilton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6743. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday (6:30-2:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (571) 272-6747. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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